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Lmm OF THE 

lELAIVDSTr' -' ' "V^VERSITY, 



TO THB 

TEOTl*^ OT THE \JX1TET> STATES* 



PERMIT me, throu^ this medium, to offer to Ihe American 
community, the following vindication of my character and conduct^ 
against ihe undeserved odium cast upon them by the sentence of 
a General Court Martial, suspending me from all command in tbe 
army of the United States, for the period of five years. Poisoned 
as the public mind has been towards me, by the machinations of one 
or two unprincipled scoundrels, I cannot flatter myself that my vin« 
dication will have that general weight to which it is justly entitled; 
but with those who are personally acquaint^ with the character 
that I have sustained, during a poriod of twelve years of public 
service, I confidently believe no doubts will remain of the purity 
and propriety of my conduct, or the baseness of the majority of 
the tribunal before which I was tried* 

After having for 18 months seen my name held up to the public as 
an object of execration, because I dared to do what 1 conscieEtiously 
believed to be my duty, f aw«. *^ apuiwjyr £«• wptMBring before them 
on the present occasion ; more especially when it is recollected that 
I have forborne to trespass upon their time until all hope of obtain* 
ing justice from the constituted authorities had ceased. Neither 
will I offer anapol(^ for the homely garb in which my justifica- 
lion appears — ^writing is not my trade — and nothing but the most 
dire necessity could hav& induced me to undertake a task for which 
neither education, habits, nor pursuits have fitted me. My public 
life b ended— ^nd in appealing to the highest tribunal of the nation 
—public opinion— I have no other object tiian to redeem my name 
from the unmerited obloquy that has been heaped upon it. 

WILLIAM KING. 

MontpelUr, (J) Aug, I, 1820. 



i 



TO JAMES MONROE, ESg, 



PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



Montpelier, (A.) June 1, 18S(I. 
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AT a time when matters of primary importance to the com- 
iliunity at large claimed your exclusive consideration, I forbore 
to press upon your mind a subjefrt, which, althou^ deemed of suffi* 
cient magnitude to attract the attention of the Representatives of 
tiie nation, affects only an indiyidual. But now that the national 
legislature has closed its session, justice towards my own charac- 
ter, forbids that I abould longer delay calling your attention to the 
proceedings of a General Court Martial, held at this post in the 
month of December last, by which I was sentenced to be suspend- 
ed from my command in the Army of the United States for the 
period of five years. In approaching a subject that blasted at a 
breath, the fruits of eleven years of professional devotion, and a 
character earned by toil, privation and sacrifice, I may well fear 
that my feelings will lead me into a style of expression incompati- 
ble witii the hi^ dignity of the personage I am addressing. But 
I undertake the task, with a determination to perform the duty, in 
the manner least offensive to others— that will pourtray the injus- 
tice that has been done to me* Yet, knowing, as I well know, that 
tiie sentence which has been passed upon me is not founded on the 
magnitude of my offences, but is the offspring of inveterate preju- 
dice and base intrigue, I am justiy entitled to your indulgence, and 
I claim from your magnanimity due allowance for any intemper- 
ance of esfNTessioQ into which I may unayoidably be led. In re- 



speciflcation, Ac Court have been pleased to flay— .«• 21te Court 
find the prisoner guUty of unoffereer4ike conduct ^nit cannot in 
iheir conscience say that he was actuated by the ungentlemanly mO" 
tives ascribed to him in the ^th speeijication, and believe he may 
have acted wider the influence of mistake or misapprehension f 
they however cannot, unthold an expression of their highest dis* 
approbation of his conduct in the transactiorir'-they acquit him of 
so much of the charge as relates to ungentlemanly conducU^^ 

On the honor of a soldier, and the veracity of a gentleman (qual- 
ities in which I have ever been deemed second to no man, and 
which I would not violate to remove the weight of obloquy that 
rests upon my character) the following history of the transaction 
on which this accusation is founded, is the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth; and for the corroboration of which, in s 
great measure, I beg leave to refer you to the proceedings of the Gen- 
eral Court Martial held upon Mr. Hogan in September, 1819. 

In the month of January, 1819, finding I should have to use here 
part of a considerable sum of money that I then had in Maryland, I 
concluded to offer to Messrs. Neilson and Randolphe, sutlers of the 
4th Infantry, who traded principally to Baltimore, a bill upon my 
agent for one thousand doUars, Apprehensive they might not be 
able to raise all the money, and anxioMi to be upon a certainty be- 
fore I left this post for Pensacola, I addressed to Mr. Hogan my 
note of the 1 4th January, requesting to know if he would assist Neil- 
son to raise the money should it be necessary*— he replied he would 
assist him to the amount of ** a few hundred doUarsJ^ The next 
morning I sat out for Pensacola, but meeting Mr. Neilson a few miles 
from this post, I turned back and he breakfasted with me. In the 
course of conversation, I enquired of him if he would buy a bill of 
exchange upon Maryland for glOOO, and informed him that Mr. Ho- 
gan would assist him with a loan until pay day, should he be una* 
ble to raise all the money. He replied he did not want money ia 
Maryland : that all the cash he could raise he could employ to more 
advantage in buying up depreciated bank paper from the Spaniards- 
at Pensacolar— tiiat his object in coming up was to obtain money 
from Mr. Hogan, and that he should go on to St. Stephens to get- 
i Orleans paper or specie. Here the subject dropped, and I heard no 
more of it until about the Ist of February, when Mr. Neilson called 
on me at Pensacola and said he would be glad to get a bill upon 
Maryland for glOOO, as hi:? partner, Mr. Randolphe, then in Balti- 
more, had by letter requested him to send on all the money he 



could raase. I accordingly gave him a bill of exchange for 81000, 
and he called a day or two afterwards and paid me the money : 
but not one word was said at either interview, of Mr. Hogan hav- 
ing assisted him to buy the bill, nor had I the slightest suspicion 
that that person had any agency in the transaction. 

About the time the troops of the United States evacuated the 
province of West Florida, a difficulty occurred with Mr. Hogan in 
relation to the payment of the 41h regiment, and I determined up- 
on arresting him. In the course of a correspondence that passed 
between us at this period, he mentioned, to my utter astonishment; 
the fact of his having loaned Neilson glOOO to buy my bill on Ma« 
ryland ; and stated that he could not proceed to make the payment 
until Neilson refunded him the money. Believing this to be a mere 
subterfuge, I called upon Mr. Neilson and enquired of him how 
much money Mr. Hogan had loaned him on the 1 5th of January ; 
he replied ^/i^een hundred dollars, I asked him how much he had 
drawn from the St. Stephens Bank for Mr. Hogan ; he answered 
£6000, and added, he had been authorised to use one half of it; 
but that he could only procure £1500 of the kind of money he 
wanted. I requested to know what conversation had passed in re- 
lation to the bill I had offered to sell him on the 15th of January- 
he stated "^at when Mr. Hogsdl^ve him the IS 1500, he observed, 
he might now buy my bill on Maryland, to which he (NeOson) an- 
swered, he did not want my bill. After this conversation with Mn 
Neilson, I was conviuet^ limi Mi. Uugau^a ubjcct was to torture 
my note of the l4th of January, into such a shape as to alarm me 
from the measure of his arrest, lest I might myself become impli- 
cated ; and believing, as I did, that i}[s^ fifteen hundred dollars had 
been loaned to Mr. Neilson for his own- purposes, and not to buy 
my bill, a supposition contradicted by the amount loaned, (only a 
few hundred had been promised towards the purchase of a bill for 
a thousandJ-^SLud feeling no disposition to let one of my subalterns 
believe for a momment, that I was to be intimidated from the perfor- 
mance of my duty by any appreh ension of the personal consequences 
which might result therefrom, I determined to make the transaction a 
subject of public investigation, and accordingly embodied it in the 
following specification against Mr. Hogan, viz : " In loaning in the 
month of January, 1819, to the firm of Neilson ^ Randolphe, sut* 
lers, 4th Infantry, the sum of fifteen hundred dollars, more or less, 
9Ut of the funds placed in his hands for the payment ofths troops 
B 
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in the service of the U, A thereby putting it out of his power tB 
pay off the 4th regiment when ordered so to do.^^ 

The onlj evidence adduced in support of the charge under con- 
sideration, was that of my accuser, to rebut which (Mr. Neilson^ 
the only person having any knowledge of the transaction, having 
failed to attend the summons of the Court, being my avowed and 
rancorous enemy,) I could only make the statement of facts here 
rendered to jou. The Court, prejudiced as the majority were, 
could not resist the impression of a round unvarnished tale of truth, 
and they acquitted me of ungentlemanly conduct, the only part of 
the accusation that was in the least applicable; for had the circum- 
stances been as the prosecution wished the world to believe, and 
two thirds of the 2 1^00 actually loaned for my accommodation, still 
in preferring the charge I should only have done my duty as an Offi- 
cer; but at the same time I should have violated the honor of a gen- 
.tleman, and well deserved to forfeit my commission. Had I believed 
'that Mr. Hogan loaned any part of the money for my accommoda- 
tion, I certainly never would have preferred the charge in question 
Ugainst him ; but I had every reason to believe his assertion to that 
effect unfounded, and made in order to annul the consequences to 
"which his unsoldierly conduct, in positively disobeying my orders, 
mnd setting my authority at defiance, had subjected him. Having 
acquitted me of ungentlemanly conduct, I am at a loss to conceive 
on what grounds the Court have undertaken to say, " my conduct 
in this transaction {merited their higheM disapprobatio7i,^^ unlesi^ 
it may be from the circumstance of my having asked a loan from a 
monied agent of the Government subject to my controul. In or- 
dinary cases, I am tree to admit, that this may be improper; but the 
rule certainly cannot apply to the case in question; for Mr. Hogai\, 
besides being extensively a j9/anfer on the •ilabama, is well known t9 
he the principal of the most ea?tensive commercial establishment in 
the City of Mobile; and at the very time he was asked if he would 
assist Mr. Neilson to raise the money to buy my bill, was so evi- 
dently in funds, as to become a purchaser of stock in the Mobile 
Bank to a great amount. On this occasion too, he had voluntarilj 
offered to lean me money, and pressed its acceptance, to pay in 
on any amount of stock in the same bank for which I would agree 
to subscribe : and it was on this very offer that my note of the 14th 
of January was predicated. 

X'^nder the Ist specification of the 3d charge, I was found Guil- 
ttf of ordering lAevJt. A. M. Eouston, Ji. J). Q. M. General to pay 
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fb Sergeant Childress the sum of gSO /or the apprehension ofj^eal 
Cameron, a deserter frmn the 4th Infantry, when the said deser» 
ier had been put to death by the said Sergeant, in the woods, of 
which circumstance the said CoL King was weU apprised?^ 

In the name of heaven wherein consists the ^iZ^ of this transac- 
tion? Under the regulations of the Department of War, thirty 
dollars is the reward paid for the apprehension and delivery of a 
deserter. The party sent in pursuit of Cameron, were ordered ta 
put him to death — ^they fulfilled the order and were as justly enti- 
tled to the reward as if they had, under ordinary circumstances, de- 
livered him. The propriety of the order has nothing to do with 
the payment of the reward; and tb have withheld the g30, would 
have been to punish the Sergeant for the faithful performance of 
Jus duty. 

Under the 2nd specification of the 3rd charge, I was found guiU 
iy of '' Requesting Lt. A. M, Houston, A, D, ^. M. Gen. to pay to 
•Messrs, J\reilson Sf Eandolphe the sum of Jive hundred dollar- on 
my private account ; which was paid by said Houston out of the 
public monies placed in his hands for public purposesJ^ 

This accusation is founded on a transaction, in itself, so far as I 
Lad any concern, perfectly harmless, and having no connection 
whatever with my official station. About to leave Pensacola for a 
few days, and wishing to discharge a claim which Messrs. Neilsoir 
& Randolphe had against me, I left for Mr. Houston, then absent, 
a note containing the following request — ^''Dear Sir, Do me the fa-' 
n}(>r to pay to A'*eils(m Sf Randolphe, for me, the sum of Jive hun^ 
dred dollars, and I iviU refund it to you when I return. 

Frs. with esteem. 
To Mr. Houston, 7th In. (Signed) W. King.'' 

If Mr. Houston, in his disposition to accommodate me, thought 
proper to use the public monies in his possession, I sntoly am not 
responsible for it— I had good reason to believe it v oul i be in his 
power, on the arrival of the Paymaster, then houriy ex|>ected, to 
accommodate me in his individual capacity— if not, he had only to 
say so. Base indeed must be the man, who, acting in a judicial 
capacity and under the solemn obligation of an oath, would suffer 
his personal prejudices to torture my agency in this transaction in* 
to a military crime. 

Under the 3rd specification of the 3rd charge, I was found guit- 
iy of " Requesting Lt. A. M. Houston, A. D. Q. M. Gen. to pay tar 
JHessrs. JSHlson S[ Bondolphe the sum of one thousand doUars m 
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specie, out of aome jniblic monies expected from JSTew Orleans by 
return of Mr. Wdsony which 2 1000 was due by CoL King to the 
Maid firm of JVeilson ^ Randolphe on his own private account, and 
had been advanced by them in Georgia and other bills, to enable 
the said CoL King to commence his speculations in private pro- 

ferty.^^ 

In the month of November, 1813, under an impression tliat the 
Floridas had been ceded to the United States, I determined to 
make a pm'chase of some property at Pensacola* The resolve 
having been suddenly formed, I was without funds on hand, and 
accepted of Mr. Neilson a loan of what money 1 wanted. After 
banng made my purchases, I was in the very act of setting out for 
llontpellicr, my place of residence, to raise funds, when Mr. Neil- 
son, who Ivad been my agent in the purchase of a house and lot, 
for which be had contracted to pay SlOOO in specie, called on me 
and stated, that he could not raise the necessary amount in specie, 
and asked what was to be done? After a moment's reflection, I 
told him that if the person to whom the money was due, would re- 
ceive the bills for a few days, I would request the Q. M. General, 
Mr. Houston, to let him have SI 000 in specie out of some public 
funds which Lt. Wilson was expected to bring from New Orleans, 
in exchange for the bills. He said this arrangement he presumed 
would answer, and I sent for Lt. Houston, iivho agreed to accommo- 
date me with the exchange. This conversation took place after I had 
mounted my^horse, and in the hurry of departure; I may not have been 
so explicit as was desirable; but the understanding which Mi\ Neil- 
son, Mr. Houston and myself had of the request was certainly as 
I have here stated. Mr. Wilson did not bring the specie from New 
Orleans, of course^ it was never paid over to Mr. Neilson, who 
made some other arrangement with the seller of the property, 
which was satisfectory, and here I thought the business had ended 
forever. 

The quarter master in his examination before the court stated, 
that he understood he was to receive from Mr. J^eilson or myself 
current bUls in exchange for the specie, on or about the time the 
specie was to have been delivered ; and that I was to derive no far- 
ther advantages from the quarter master^s department than the 
mere accommodation of Exchange. Mr. Randolph the other wit- 
ness adduced in suj^rt of this chai^ge, admitted that the glOOO to 
have been received in specie from Mr. Houston was to have been 
paid over to the seller of the propertjt butioisisted that the £1000 im 
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l>illa was to have remained with IVir. Neilson. Mr. Randolphe arow* 
ed himself my enemy, and acknowledged that his partner had ma- 
naged the business with and for me. 

Under no circumstances whatever. Sir, could I have been base 
enough to appropriate the public funds to my private purposes : 
but in this case had I felt the disposition, I should have done so 
without admitting any second person to the knowledge of the fact. 
The bills which Mr. Wilson carried to New Orleans were made 
payable to me, and had I wanted the use of the money, I should 
have taken it into my own hands, supplying the wants of the Q. 
Master's Department from time to time as they occurred* But in 
truth, no necessity existed for my using the public monies; for be- 
tides having my crop of cotton and com on hand, worth at least 
S4000, 1 had been assured I could obtain from the Bank at St. 
Stephens, any amount of money that I might want, and did actu- 
ally receive at that institution S3000, in three days after the re- 
quest to Mr. Houston was made, and the amount would have been 
double had I wi^ed it. To conclude with this accusation— -I could 
at the time, with a week's notice, have raised ten thousand dollars. 
Is it therefore rational to suppose I would have jeopardized my 
character and my commission for the loan of the paltry sum of 
21 000 ? Yet if Mr. Neilson, although my declared and inveterate 
enemy will swear that the glOOO in bills were not to have been 
paid to Lt Houston in exchange for the specie, at the time the lat- 
ter was delivered, I will yield the point 

Under the 4th speci&cation of the Sd charge tlie court have found 
*'t?iat the prisoner did bring out to Mobile in the sliip General Hand 
Ms family, about hirty negroes, some provisions (part (f which lie 
sold,) and some household furniture, all at the expence of the 17- 
nited States, and that he did on the part of the United States 
give to the owners of the ship General Hand the additional sum 
of l\75 doUars to convey the said detachment, mentioned in the 
specification to Us place of destination — Point Fetre, GeorgiaJ^ 

The facts found under this specification are strictiy tru&— <but 
the court having maliciously given to tiie transaction, a colouring 
the moat base and unwarrantable, sufier me to call your particular 
attention to the following detailed history of the circumstances on 
vhichthe chaxgeis predicated; tiie truth of which you will fin4 
established by the evidenceikcorded at my trial, and the deposition 
of Mr. Hu^ Boyle of Baltimore, herewith, which, in consequence 
of that gentleman's absence from the U. S. was obtained too late to 
be read in evidence at my trial. Should the &ct of my having 
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ing on board, there might have been some impropriety in the ac- 
eommodation I received ; but neither was the case ; and moreover 

you will find on reference to my letter of th.e October 1817 to 

the Department, an offer topaif from my private purse a share of 
the charter money if they would limit the amount to he paid on ac^ 
eount of the U. States, There yet remains another feature to the 
finding of the court under this specification ; and however trivial 
and unimportant, the vindictive malice of the majority have tortu- 
red it into a reflection upon my character. They find that "1 brought 
with me some provisions, part of which I sold." By reference to 
ihe evidence, you will find tlie whole provisions I had was for my 
own use, and the amount sold was star barrels offish and pork, sur- 
plus smstores ,for which I had no use, and one barrel offiour, 
which my family let Mr. Hogans^ family have, as a matter ofaecom- 
modation, when I was 300 miles distant on the Seminole campaign. 

Under the 1st specification of the 4th charge, I was found guilty 
cf failing and refusing (although tliereunto requested) to investi* 
gate the cause and manner of the death q/^Charles Mason a private of 
the 4th infantry, who was drowned in the harbour of Fensacola 
whih undergoing a ducking, which was carried to such excess, as 
to deprive him of life, and was inflicted by order cf Lieut. Lear, 
and executed by Sergeant Stark, witfiout the form or authority of 
a court martial, and entirely on his own responsibility} and at" 
Hhovgh Major Deakins, then commanding in Fensacola imme* 
diately arrested the said Lieutenant and Sergeant until the return 
efthe said CoL King from MontpeUeir—^t nevertheless the said 
Col.Mng totally failing, refusing and neglecting to do his duty, 
had them both released without any trial or legal investigation. 

That the death of Mason was ihe result of accident, and one of 
those unfortunate occurrences that could ncfi be foreseen, and for 
which there was no remedy, was fully established by the evidence. 
And being satisfied that no criminality attached to either the Lieu- 
tenant or Sergeant, it would have been highly censurable in me to 
have put the service to the expence a^d inconvenience of a general 
court martial to investigate charges that I knew I could not sup- 
port. Under this charge, ais in many other instances, the court 
found me guilty of matters of accusation, not only unsupported 
by evidence, but utterly destitute of all foundation in truth, viz. that 
I did refuse although thereunto requested to cause the investigation; 
and ^ain that totally refusing to do my duty 1 had them both releafied 
from arrest. I never did refuse to cause the investigation, because 
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it never was requ^teis .a«d by reference to the evidence of Migor ' 
DeaJdnSy who wUl find that I mce informed him that I had no 06- 
jeethn to 1heip*l^uig releaaed, and tiiat it was him who releasee) 
tfafim. I mention dwse facts to shew how over anxjous the court 
must have been to convict me, and not because xaj conduct would 
have been criminal) admitting the chai^ge to its fiiU extetit That 
the su[ierior js in eveiy instance the j^dge of the |>ropriety (^ or- 
dering an investigation into the conduct of the inferior you must 
admit; elae on what iirinciple did the ftecretary at war, on a recent oc« 
casion, refuse to gnmt.tiie aire^t of a general officer on the specific 
charges of a cdond .of the army ; or how, 9ir» will you justify your 
ownx^sfdto cause an investigation into the cqii^v ot of another gen- 
eral oficer dntfaeaccusation of tiie representative of .a foreign power. 
Under the 2d specification of the 4th chaigje it waa foimd by the 
Couit, ^Jiud tkt said CaL MS,ng, beingthen emnmanding qfficer af 
the FmmMU of fFtH Floriia^ dUfailt iv/We and neghct to causa 
an i'mmediate mifuinf mto the ebrcumgkmc^s attending the deaik 
ofM)iU Camtnm^ a deserkrfrom the 4th Itu who was in the moi^ 
iahummi md €imd wuumer fitt to death iff sergt. C^ildere, atthc^ 
9aid €kmMommadenorenstance» buit begged to be takea.badcani 
tried for hie. qjjpmce by a Cfen* fkmrt MaartiaL 

9Eere,toowith0ot 41 shadow of eyide^ havefound me 

guilty of hairing ^cefiisad" to do ![ny duty. No amplication for in- 
vest^grtian waa ever made, but bad there been such a|q>Ucation, it 
would have been disregfured; for the.Seigeant having been pennnto-* 
rily nrdered to pot the deserter todeath, had only done hia duty, (al- 
though I confess had it beep.done in a less cold blooded manner I 
should have been better satisfied,) and the order under which he 
acted was anch as I would have myself given h^ I been present 

Uaderihe dd jpetiication of the 4tfa charge, the court here found 
"* That the eaid iM. XS»gdidfaUt nfaeeandpegUcttosee jue^ 
tiee exbeaded to Beagamm TaekwM^ a MoUier who had honeet' 
Ijf Merged oed hia. term efeaUatmeai^ta within a few days, and in 
eenaUkratlan Aereaf wasfMmi^^ied and discharged from ser- 
vice, and after he had left Feneaeola woe pursued and broughi 
baek.by axammand ordered by Id. Leorfor that purpose, and car* 
ried to kie. Learns room, stripped and campeUed to receive fifty 
lasheeanhisbairehaek} without the form or authority of a Court 
MartiaJp^-wihieh arbitrary, cruel and ignominious punishment was 
inflieted onsaid TackwM after he had, in ^ect, been die^harged^ 
and urithautmey goodjtr ei{/kienteffuse, and he was l/ksfi made to 
eerve out thefiUl period of his enlidment.*^ 
C 
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tn brdef to have made ifais charge had any bearing on mei it 
should have been proved that the treatment which Tackwell recei- 
ved at the hands of Lieutenant Lear, had been re|X»ted to me and 
justice demanded. By reference to the record of the court you 
will find, that the only evidence that in the slightest degree connects 
me with the c1iaige,is that of Lieutenant l«ear, who says *< Colonel 
King" urns knowing to TackweWs having been flogged^ and I heard 
him say he deserved U ;" and yet on this vague evidence, this un- 
principled court have found me guilty of the charge in all its vari- 
ous ramifications, although when, where, by whose order or 
to what extent the man was flogged, was never enquired. The 
the only complaint the soldier made to me was that he had been de- 
prived of his leave of absence and put to duty ; I sent for Lieuten- 
ant Lear and enquired why this had been done — he replied that the 
fellow had cut up an uniform coat, stamped it under his feet, danm'd 
the service and otherwise behaved in an outrageous manner, and 
added that he meant to punish him; to which 1 observed, that the 
man richly merited a flogging. 

Under the 4th and 5ijk specification of the 4th charge, the court 
kave found, ** Hiat the said Col. King did encourage and enforce 
contrary to the laws of the V. 8. and the rules and articles of war, 
the infliction of corporeal punishment by stripes or lashes, bypro^ 
mtdgating an order to this effect, *^uit any man found out cf his 
quarters between tattoo and reveiUe, should receive fifty lashes and 
be confined in the black hole for the space of one month^ — and did 
permit, carry or cause to be carried into tffect so much of the said 
order ^as related to the infliction of fifty lashes on the person of 
John M*dary, a soldier of the ^h Eegiment.^^ 

The promulgation of such an order as that in question, and the 
infliction of the fifty lashes under it, would have been justifiable 
and is common to the most ordinary cases of sendee— how them 
could a Court Martial oi hommrahle m£n attach centure to it un- 
der th^ peculiar circnmstanoes of necessity by which it was elicit* 
ed. A few days after the arrival at Pensacola of a detachment of 
two hundred recruits, drawn from the brothels and tippling shops of 
our seaport towns, the Ma^strates of the City complained to me» 
then charged with the civil and military government of the Pro- 
vince of West Florida, that the men had commenced a system of 
marauding and plundering that threatened destruction to tlie inha- 
Intants, and prayed me to adopt the necessary measures to restrain 
(benu Bj tiie terms of ca^ailation, the ftuthorities of the U. S. 
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were bound to afford protection in person and property to the inha^ 
bitants of Florida, and had I set with nij arms folded and permit- 
ted a licentious soldiery to plunder at will those people, who have 
been for years alternately the prey of Indian, English and Spanish 
rapacity, I diould have merited the heaviest displeasure of Go- 
Temment But, Sir, I knew my duty better, and immediately is* 
sued the order that is made the subject of charge. Fortunately 
for me, this order and the one example under it, had the desired 
effect* I say fortunately— because under the circumstances of my 
then situation, so imperative did I feel the oUigations of professir 
onal duty and personal honor, by which I was bound to protect the 
people of Pensacola, (obligations scarce less sacred than those by 
vihich I would have been led to defend the flag of my country had 
it be^i assailed)-— that I would have resorted to such measures as 
would have thrown the case of Niel Cameron into shade had I 
found them necessary. In truth, 8ir„ before I would have suffered 
such acts of licentiousness and outrage to have been perpetrated 
on the inhabitants of Pensacola, by the troops under my command, 
as occurred under the admimstration of the British CoL Nicols in 
1 8 1 4— 'and presently it would have come to this-— JuwieU have made 
examples at tA« Jlag^-'BXkd from the magnanimity of my country- 
men I should have expected applause, not censure. 

Under the 6tir specification of the 4th charge,, the Court find,, that 
I ^ did approve the fentenee of a ReghnenttU Court Martial, award' 
ing to Corporal Roberts twenty-five lashes, and private Whitley 
forty-five lashee^ and ordered the same carried into effect, except 
4n the case of Corporal Boberts, who was pardonedJ^ Under th^ 
7th specification the Court find, that I " did sanction the proceed" 
ings of a OtmBral Court Martial in the case of J^Tewly, a private 
of the Uh hu who was found guiUy of desertion and sentenced to 
have his head shaved-^is left ear to be cuJt from his head — to rer 
ceive fifty lashes, and then be drummed out of the service, and did 
approve of the said sentence^ but was pleased to remit all thepum- 
ishment except fifty lashes.^^ Under the 8th specification the Court 
find, that I ** did approve of the proceedings of a General Cmixt 
Martial in the case of Henry Benner^ found guilty of desertion, 
mnd sentenced to receive fifty lashes and be drummed out of the ser* 
vice — which sentence was approved, but, except the fifty lashes, re-;' 
mittedJ^ Under the 9th specification of the same charge, the Court 
find, that I ** did not take any steps to prevent the infliction of 
corporeal punishment in the Mi Megt. but on the contrary^ did apr 
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inflittkig corp'n'ealpaniihme^ by sMpe9 or la^ieaJ^ 

If, S^» in inftfctiiig corporeal piiiiishinient I violated anj law, I did 
it in common with the whole army : for there is not in service «i 
fAcer of any i^ank who has not been necessarily compelled to re- 
smi to corporeal pttnicAmient, since 1812, in order to restrain licen- 
tiousness, ihsubontination, and mutiny ; and until the Congress ci 
file U. »S. in their profound wisdom, e^l devise some system for 
improving the morals ai Ihat class oi the community from which 
the ranks of the army are filled, it is folly in the extreme, to think 
of enforcing discipline without tiie fear of corporeal punishment. At 
ftis mom^t, if I tak correetly informed^ your regiments are in a 
irtate bord«i)bg on nvtttiny; aiMl unless tfie k# which I am found 
guHty oi having vkilated, be repealed or mdn Idierally construed, 
yoiur army, sooner 6r hJbet^ will become a burthen to tiie govem- 
inent, ttM a curse to every section of the country in which it may 
lie quartered. By What fule that descriptimi of punidunent which 
is expresUy authmiz^ in Die navy (and to \Huch in a great mea- 
isiire owes its discipline tod success) should be prohfliited to the 
ttrmy, I am at a loss to conceive; nor can any good reason be as- 
aigi^ why the iididi<m d stripes oh- lashes should be exploded 
from the army or tuivy^ whilst it continues to be practiced under 
ttie aiiffa<MTty of Ihe Civil tr9mnate of almost every state in the Uni- 
lin* I am not even accused of having practised it myself, or tde- 
tated in ofiiers the infliction rfcorporeal pvnidmient to an extent 
nnusual to the sendee; and, %*, ^ere was not, I assert it without 
flie fear of contradiction, an officer on tny court, #ho has not in- 
dulged in the inflictimi of coiporeal jNiniriimait to an ext^it fai* 
beyond What has been laid to my charge. This fmi is established 
by the refuMl of the€ourt to pMnit me to ask tib FfendetU and 
lytber membei^i Whjit had been the custrai at the posts at which they 
had served since 1815, in relation to the inflictien of stripes oi* 
lashes, Teust tkty dh(Mi criminal tkemtdves. 

Under the 1^ specificatidn of the fourth chai^ I am found 
guilty of ** ht^vhig in tm Uii^offiterlike mofmer, anA in contraven- 
tUm of ffie good ^Wt ^eft^e^freqaenihf given to §ke men of the 
1U% Regt^fdrhl^fmr BetiBtid mntha immediatdaf preeeditig the 
laepiraHok off^mrterincfBeftice, and atlfte some timegave ^lem 
thdr diseharjges to dotted ae to IttJbe ^fM at the termmationofthe 
"HnlBUmUed in Ikeir t^eo mp i ^n gfarUmghM^ ^ieh was in effect 

of service had expired.** 
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By refcrctice to.the eyidence you will find, that the only instance 
in which it is prev^n that f did furlough a man and give him his 
dischai^ so dated as to take effect at the expirati(m of his term of 
enlistment, was in ^e case of sergeant Whitten for the period of 
three months; and by the 1 ith and 12th Articles of the rules and 
articles of war, yon will find, Ihat the same authmty is confeired 
<m the Colonel of a regiment, and the commanding officer of a de- 
partment, to grant furloughs and ^ve discharges, as is enjoyed by 
the President of the U. S. of course, I owe no accountability far 
^ercising a discretion conferred by law. Although it is not pro- 
ven, it is admitted, that in several other ifistances where Majcn: 
Dealdns, as he Iras fully authorized by law to do, had granted fur- 
loughs «f from five to thirty days anterior to the expiration of the 
teitn of »n)istmest-«-d>e discharge, so dated, as to take efiect at the 
termination of tbe period of service, was signed by me at the Ma- 
jor's solidtatiMu in order to save the individual the trouble and ex-^ 
pence of returang for this document Without the discharge, the 
furlough so hr frani being a favor, would have proven a burtiien, 
and by ^ving^ ft with the furlough, the public service could not pos- 
sibty sasftain any injury, whilst a meritorious and faithful soldier 
after m serrke c^ five years, received a few days indulgence. 

I now ccmie, Sir, to tfie •! 1th specification of the 4th charge, t» 
which, I pu S lwu e, I owe the reverse that has overwhelmed me.--* 
Under ftb apeciftciKtiini the Court have found, *' Tkaithe said CoL 
Shigt eMilrin*y to Mm duty as an qgleer, amd in open violation of 
the Laws ^ the United Siatee and the BuUe and Jirtieles of war, 
vn or abmttihe tetofJhtg. 1818, did ieaue a verbal order to Lieut. 
Sands, aeting Ji^ 4th In. then stationed at Pensacola, to select 
fwo oemjUknltUU nem<ammisnoned qffieers and a suikible command 
for edch^tMi send ^iem in pursuit of some men of the 44h In. who 
4itfere rqfeHHed as hoeing deserted, and if paken within the limits 
of the fropinee of West Florida, instantly to hmve them put to 
deaths Imttoke careful not to infringe upon thecivU laws of the 
Atabaim^ Terrttorff,for if taken above the line, they must be brougfd 
hack$ amdihat the said CoL King^ in an unqficerlike manner, 
mid intsM disregard ef the Laws of ^ U.S. and the Bules and 
«frHcIes of war, did eotttinus and cause to be continued in force, 
the afbresaid verbal order, issued as aforesaid, both at the Baraur 
cas and Fensimola, during the whole period that those poets were 
ifceupied by the JShneriean troops; and until a private and deser- 
ier of tks tmne cf M'eil Clameron, wus overtaken by 8^t. ChU" 
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17 or 18 miles ofPensacola, and there shot, although the said C<i' 
meron made no resistance, but on the contrary, begged to be taken 
back and put upon his trial, and punished as a Court Martial 
m>ight direct J^ 

The finding of the Court under this specification holds me ac- 
countable for the fate of Neil Cameron, although it was establish- 
ed bj the evidence, that the order to pursue and shoot him was gi- 
ven bj Major Deakins, when I was at this post, seventj-five miles 
distant — and for which the Major has ever considered himself and 
not me responsible. 'Tis true I stated to the Court, ^ that having 
set Major Deakins the example in giving the order, having for- 
mally approved of his conduct, and as I should myself have given 
the order had I been present, I stood prepared to answer for it J* 
How far I could, in a legal point of view, be ccmsidered accounta- 
ble from the mere circumstance of mj having, before the Court; 
assumed the responsibility, will hereafter be decided by a compe- 
tent tribunal. Waving Hie question for the present, aikl fully ad- 
mitting that I did in several instances give orders to put deserters 
to death on the spot, if overtaken in the Province of West Florida. 
I will proceed to shew the motives that governed my conduct and 
the circumstances under which I acted. 

At the close of the Seminole and Florida Campaigns, and with 
all those ardent and high toned feelings that war engenders glow- 
ing upon me, I had been left, with a handful of men to defend a 
Province just wrested by force of arms from a foreign power. I 
was to all intents and purposes in an enemy's country, for the ter- 
ritory of Spain had been vidated — ^her flag trampl^ upon-4ier 
strong hold wrested from her at the point of the bayonet* and their 
garrison sent as prisoners of war to the Havanna. I was within 
striking distance of a powerful dependency of the Spanish Crawn, 
and bound, upon every military principle, to hold myself in the 
same attitude as if a formal declaration of war had taken place* 
The Captain General of the Island of Cuba, with ample means to 
recover from the f<nxe under my command, the Province I was left 
to defend, lay within three days sail of me, and had he been a sol- 
dier, he would have washed Jnit in the blood of my garris(m the re- 
flection his master had cast upon his character for the loss of Fer- 
nandino. In this state of things, and when the whole effective force 
within the Province of West Florida fell short of iwo hundred and 
fifty men, desertion {n^vailed to an extent rarely before witnessed 
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in the American armj* Col. Brooke commandiiig af die Bamih' 
cas reported on the 22d July " that the desertion irom Peter-g com* 
|>anj alone is alaiming; no less than eight men have gone off in 
twenty days, and we have ten in confinement who have been ap- 
prehended, and whom 1 wish Court Martialed, as a seyere exam- 
ple is necessaiy to detor others." On the 27th of the same month 
the same officer reports, ** I haye dispatched Lt. Minton on com- 
mand to ensure the deserters beii^ taken, becanse 1 beliere that 
the best possible means df patting a stop to it ; and when the sol- 
diers become certain that eyeiy effort frill be made to overtake all 
deserters, the indncement to leaye the sendee will be destroyed, 
under an idea rf die impossibility of escape. I Ihink it highly prob- 
lematical wfaethor a command under a non-commissioned Officer 
would return to tiie post, and 1 am convinced Peters' men will de- 
sert every good oj^Kntmuty." Captain Wilson, then ^ adjutant 
of the re^ment, stated before the Court, ** that the men deserted in 
twos, threes and fimrs, with their arms in their hands; and, that 
at one period eig^t desertions took place from Pensacola alone in 
the space of three days." The number c^ men necessarily kept out 
in pursuit of deserters was so great, as sensibly to impair our 
strength and affect the ordinary duties of the garrison. 

Under those circumstances, and at a mmnent when it had been 
officidUy communicated to Cd. Brooke, the Officer next in com- 
mand, by several respectable inhabitants of Florida, *< that a plot 
was actnaUy in existence, formed by the Spanish military and oth- 
ers, for the purpose oi rising upon my garrison, and attempting to 
recover the Town of Pensacda and the Fort of St. Carlos De Ba- 
jtincas for ^;>ain, so soon as the American force should be sufficient- 
ly reduoed by desertion to warrant the effort; and when it was 
* confidently believed, that certain persons were encouraging the 
men to desert by every means in their power, it became, I con- 
ceived, my imperious duty to put a stop to the practice of deser- 
tion, by the aj^ication of such means as were within my reach, 
without being fastidiously nice as to their legality. I ^erefbre 
gave orders to the parties sent in pursuit, to shoot down the de- 
serters on the spot if overtaken within the Province of West Flo*- 
rida, trusting that a few examples would have the desired effect 
This order I considered justifiable from the necessity of the case, 
and I went upon the broad principle, that the soldier who deserts 
the standard of his country, when on foreign service, having for- 
feited his life to the law, it Uttle matters, in the eyes of justice, whe- 
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bayonets of his pursuers. 

The first instance in whidi I gave orders to shoot deserters, was in 
the case of a sergeant, coqmral and private of Peters' artillery, (the 
same alluded to in CoL Brooke'd comi#.anication of the £7th July) 
who went off tc^ther. The pursuit came up witii them some dis- 
tance short of the line, but finding them ade^ they were secured 
and brou^t back unharmed. I gave similar orders on two or three 
occasiom during the month of August, and with the like result. On 
the 1st September I set out for tins post, but left no instructions 
with Major Deakins, on whom the command of the garrison of Pen- 
sacola devolved, in relation te the pursuit of deserters. On the 
16th September, returning to Pensacola, I came up to where the 
body of Neil Cameron had been just kiteraed* and any doubt tiiat 
had before lingered on my mind Jis to ^ propriety of my order, 
to putdeserters to death, was removed, by findii^ that an officer of 
Major Deakin's merit, intelligence and experience had assumed 
the same responsibility. Trusting that the fate of Cameron would 
deter others irom deserting. Major Deakins was instructed not to 
give ainiilar orders again, untzi we saw the ^fect of one example. 
In the mean time your determination to restore the Floridas to 
Spain was communicated to me, and the necessity for the order to 
shoot deserters no longw existing, it was never afterwards renew*, 
ed. 

Sens3>le of the awfol responsibility to my Ood, my .conscience and 
my country, that I assumed in ^ving an order which involved the 
life of a human being, I forthwith reported the ^ict to (ien. Oainea 
at Augusta, and to Gen. Jackson at Nashville. The former passed 
it ovw in silence, but the latter, with his characteristic decision^ 
sanctimied my conduct in t^e flaittering turns of approbation witfa"^ 
which he was pleased to notice the discharge o[ my duties whilst 
entrusted with the defence of West Florida, and of which this act 
constituted the most prominent feature. Even the government, to 
whom my order was early reported by a busy meddler, appears to 
have viewed my conduct with no evil eye, until it was goaded on 
to the measure of an arrest, by the outciy of newspaper scribblers, 
and the threats, if I am correctly informed, of two factious denut* 
gogues in Congress: else why, after denianding from me a report 
<m the subject, in March 1819, was the budness [permitted to slum- 
ber until the August following, more than thirteen ninths aft^ the 
order had been giv^u 



From the representatioiis that have gone abroad in relation to 
this affidr, it ift generally believed, that mj order to shoot deserters 
was a measure adopted without necessity, and originating solely in 
my tyranmcal and overbearing disporition. But suppose, sir, tiiat I 
had remained a passive spectator of the deserticms that occurred 
until the force under my command had disbanded itself, as would 
lit^ally have been the case but for my high handed measures, and 
that the Captain General of the Havanna, apprized by his agents 
of t|ie state of things, had re-occupied by force the province confid- 
ed to my cliai|^; or, what would have been equally practicable, 
the loyal Spaniarda of Fkrida (and there are no subjects on earth 
more loyal) headed by the King's officers, with which Pensacola 
abounded, had riseii upon my garrison, and succeeded in recover- 
ing the couitrf*-^ppoae I say, such a state of things to have oc- 
curred, and what, let me ask, would have been the state of public feel- 
ing towards me ? Why, sir, I should have been derided and abused aa 
an imbecile, pastUaaimeva wretch, for not having resorted to |hh>- 
per measures to {Movent desertions. On the other — ^what if the Cap- 
tain Genera)^ as he was ih duty bound, without waiting fw the (Mr- 
den of his Court, had made an attempt to recover Pensacola and 
the Barribcaa and failed? Why, sir, the very order for which I 
have been reviled, etecrated and trampled upon, would have been 
lauded to the skieS' aa an evidl^enoe of my energy, patriotism and 
foresight; and instead of having my case, after it had been acted 
upon by the proper trfiranal, dragged before a Committee of the 
House rf IU;presentativet, (and by the way permit me to remark^ 
that under the constittttion of my country, I neither owe nor ac- 
knowledge any accountability to Coi^ess for my official acts,) 
I should perhaps have had that body voting me thanks and medals* 
*4Let it not be said that the Captain Gen«til was in no situation to 
fit out an armament competent to re-take the Barrancas; for the 
four vessela rf war and nx hundred veteran troops that re-occu- 
pied tiie province of West Florida, in February, 1819, would have 
been amply sufficient, under the command of that tried soldier^ 
General Calava, to have destroyed me and my garrison, before suc- 
cour could have reached us. 

The angular excitement that my order to put deserters to death 
has created, would, almost lead to an opinion, that this was the first 
instance in any age or nation, where a military offence had been 
capitally punished on the responsibility of the commanding officer. 
But without g<nng beyond the history of our own country to shew 
D 
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Ihe stretch of power to which a military man may, with propriety, 
resort, when in his opinion the interests committed to his charge 
shall require it, cases of the very highest authority may be cited to 
justify my order. In the year 1 779, whilst the American army 
was operating on the Nortli River, desertion prevailed to such an 
extent as to claim the attention of the commander in chief. Genl. 
Washington accordingly gave orders precisely similar to those gi- 
ven by me at Pensacola, viz : ** To put all deserters to death who 
should be overtaken in the facV^^-^and Gen. Reed, a representative 
in Congress from Maryland, stated on the floor of the House of Re- 
presentatives, in the debate on the Seminole Campaign, that he had 
himself, then a Lieutenant commanding an advanced post, caused 
a deserter, taken in the fact, to be executed on the spot, whose head 
he sent to the Head Quarters of the Army, where it was publickly 
exposed, and thus an effectual stop put to desertion. In 1781, a 
mutiny breaking out in the New Jersey line, the commander in 
chief ordered Gen. Howe to march to suppress it, and to put t9 
death on the spot all the ringleaders. On those two acts of ener- 
gy in Gen. Washington, perhaps, hung thetlestinies of an empire.. 
I am therefore fully sensible of the vast and immeasurable differ- 
ence between these cases and mine ; but although no result could 
have occurred in Florida, to jeopardize the safety of the nation, yet 
her character was deeply at stake. In a state of the most pro- 
found peace between the two nations, the armies of the republic 
had entered the Territory of Spain, slaughtered her soldiery, de- 
graded her flag, sent the remnants of her garrisons as prisoners of war 
to the Havanna, and established the authority of tiie Union over 
all the towns, and fortified places in West Florida. After this act 
of outrage (for however justifiable the measure may have been on 
the part of the American General as absolutely necessary to givo^ 
peace and security to the southern frontier of the U. S. still towards 
Spain it was an act of outrage) the military character of the U. S» 
was pledged, at every hazzard, for the retention of the country, un- 
til a civil arrangement should permit its restoration ; and there- 
fore the forcible re -occupancy of Florida, by Spain, would have 
cast an indelible stain upon the American escutcheon. Those at 
least were then and still are my sentiments,^ and altliough I am not 
much given to swaggering, I may on the present occasion be par- 
doned for asserting, that so fully was I impressed with the import- 
ance of the trust confided to my charge, that I would have buried 
my body under the ruins of the Barancas, ere I would have struck 
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fhe flag of the United Statea to any force, no matter how overwhelm- 
ing. 

Fa]ibilit J, sir, is i^e lot of man, and in giving the order in ques- 
tion I may have erred, but here at least 1 am safe from the suspi- 
cion of sinister motives ; I had neither private interests to consult, 
nor private feelings to gratify ; and was alone influenced by the 
purest devotion to what 1 conceived to be the interests of the pub- 
lic service. 

Having demonstrated by a simple statement of facts, that my 
conduct under the minor charges of which 1 have been convioted> 
was irreproachable ; and, believing, whatever may be the opinion 
of civilians on the subject, that every officer of the army, who pos* 
ses^s one solitary attribute of the soldier, taking into considera- 
tion the peculiar circumstances under which 1 acted, will pronounce 
my order to shoot deserters, not only justifiable, but even praise- 
worthy— -1 must beg you, sir, to bear with me a little longer, whilst 
I trace to its impure source the iniquitous sentence under which I 
labour. « 

The Court before which I was tried was composed of Lieute- 
nant Col. Lindsay, President, Lt Col. Arbuckle, Major Macey, Ma- 
jor fiankhead, Maj(Mr Montgomery, Major M'lntosh, and brevet 
Major Fanning, members— Capt. Dade, supernumerary. The sen- 
tence was passed by I^t. Col. Lindsay, Lt. Cd. Arbuckle, Major 
M'Intosh, and brevet Major Fanning — Major Macey, Major Bank- 
head and Major Montgomery voting my conduct uncensurable; an 
opinion in wldchthe supernumerary member, Capt. Dade, who was 
not entitled to a vote, cmncided. How I became possessed of the 
knowledge of these facts it is not necessary to say; but to every 
military man it is well known, that the votes of every member of a 
Court Martial, are soon as well ascertained, as if the sentence had 
been passed in open court If then sir, the question of my crimi- 
nality was so much a matter of doubt, that four out of eight of my 
judges deemed my conduct justifiable, how in the name of God can 
the four defend the severity of their sentence— a sentence unpre- 
cedented in the military annals of this country — and considered un- 
der the rigid dicipline of the American navy, and by a Court Mar** 
tial, on which t^e eye of the nation, at a moment when excited to 
madness, rested for its victim, commensurate to the loss of a fri- 
gate and the prostration of the national flag. Neither to their Ood, 
their conscience, nor their country can they justify their verdict, 
for they well knew it sprung from their personal feelings, and not 
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from die meiits of the case before them. Bnt, sir, independent of 
the personal feeling that influenced the majority, the opinion of 
three such soldiers as Majors Macej, Bankhead and Monigomery, 
alone— -who, for strength of judgentent, soundness of principle, and 
military experience, are inferior to none of any rank in the army, 
would bear me up against the judgment of a host of such as vot- 
ed my condemnation. 

That feelings of personal hostility existed towards me, on tiie 
part of the majority of the Court, is well known to every individu- 
al who attended the trial— the thing was too barefaced to escape 
the most superficial observer. What, sir, will you and every oth- 
er honest man think of Li Col. Lindsay, the President of the court, 
when I tell you, thait, forgetfiil of the respect due hia own charac- 
teiv— forgetful of the justice he owed tiie accused, and insensiUe 
to that delicacy of sentiment and regard for decorum, which pre- 
scribes, and time immemorial has been held sacred to the service, 
tiiat the members of a Court Martial, whilst a trial is in a state of 
cf progress, shall have as little intercourse as possible with the par- 
ties at issuer-lost I say, to all these cousideraticms, Lt. CoL Luidsay 
left the quarters of Major Deakins, the commanding o£&cer, where 
accommodation had been prepared for him, and went to room with 
my private accuser and the piiblic prosecutor, with whom he con- 
tinued to live in habits of the closest intimacy durii^ the whole 
period of the trial. Here he listened to their comments, ^nd imbib- 
ed their prejudices — nay, air, it has been intimated to me, that he so 
far foigot himself as to assist diem in the selection and arrangement 
of the evidence adduced against me— 'thus in a measure becoming a 
party in a case on which he was sitting in judgement. Lt. Col Lindsay 
is a mc3i of such invincible levity of character, as renders him a pipe 
for every finger that chooses to play upon—lie himself admits, that 
he is a *' book worm,^^ a ** mere monk.^^^Mj accuser on the other 
hand, is a man of unbounded shrewdness, low cunning and intrigue, 
who stops at no means, however vile, to effect his purpose; and that 
the former became a mere puppet in the hands of the latter is a 
fiEict tliat can be incontestibly established. So little regard had Lt 
CoL Lindsay, even for appearances, that besides becoming the 
frequent guest of my accuser, and haviiig his horse fatted by him, 
(I blush to dwell on circumstances a|^Nurenily so trivial, but it is 
Lt, CoU Lindsay of whom I speak, and th»*e are men, whose (pi- 
nion on any sulgect may be had at the price of a bottle of Madeira 
md a good dinner) he IfmneA himMlf to Mr. Hogaw for the disse- 
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ttinstUm of bis cabimiiies ^ainat me. Whilst the trial was still 
progresaiDg, Col. Lindsay was employed in r^iresentiiig me as ao 
odioQS tyrant; and asserted *'tiiat the suljects of no nabob of In- 
dia were so moch alnid of him as were the officers of the 4th Re- 
giment of me.** How absurd and onfoonded was the assertion let 
the memorial of the Officers of the 4th R^ment, praying yon to 
restore me to my command in the army, and ugned by Lt. CoL 
"Brooke; Mijor Deakins* and erery other Officer of the Rc^ pre- 
senf, who ever served under my command except them, answerer— 
Hskt memorial, sir, is the best commentary I could offer on my con- 
duct; and is as flattering to my character as it is honourable to the 
^gentlemen who signed it Flattering to me because those gentle- 
men have beoi Hor years the eye witnesses of my conduct, and had I 
done an^t derogatory to my own character, or injurious to the pub- 
lic senrice, they would haye been the very first to have arrayed 
thonselves in hootifity i^;ainst me. HonouraUe to themselves, be- 
cause notwithstanding all the intrigues of my accuser, the appa- 
rent hostility of the €iovemment, and the popuhir clamour tliat 
has been excited against me, tiiey have scorned to abandon an offi- 
cer of whose incormptible int^rity and fiuthful devotion to the in- 
terest of the public service they were well satisfied. That my dis- 
cipline has ever been the very reverse of that which Lt. Col. Lind- 
say has been conqacuous for m the army, I am proud to boast- 
bis commands have ever been notorious for filth, licentiousness 
and insubordination-^what mine have been let the standing and 
character of the 4th regt on the day of my arrest answer — ^for dis- 
cipline, subordination, economy and every other requisite, that 
corps stood umnpttlUd in the American army. I was, sir, the ia- 
Tonrite pnqnl of the late Gen. Pike, and trained in the schwA of that 
consummate siddien mydiscipline, I admit, has ever been of the se^ 
verest cast; but tempered by so sacred a regard for justice, that, 
althon^ straggling under a load of reproach and obloquy, enough 
to sink a navy, I have every reason to believe there is not an Offi- 
cer in the 4th regiment, except my accuser, who would not hail 
wiA pleasure my restoration to command. 

The charge that I have to adduce against Lt. Col. Arbuckle b 
still more tang3[)le than that alledged against Lt CoL Lindsay. 
On oqe or more occasions in the Seminole campaign, that gentleman 
and myself had come in collision, out of which had sprung up a feel- 
ing of indiflEerence on my part, and hostility so great on his* that 
on his way to my trial he frankly declared, as is established by the 
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letter of Major Davis herewith^ such was his prejudice against m^ 
he could not take his seat at my trial, and should accordingly object 
to himself as a member. But, sir, instead of fulfilling this honou- 
rable intention, immediately on his arrival at Montpellier, although 
lame, he hobbled over to my quarters to pay his respects to me, not- 
witlistanding I was then in arrest, and had no claim on his atten- 
tion, either from my official situation or our personal intimacy. Had 
this visit been one of mere ceremony I should have thought the 
less of it ; but he remained with me from sun set until 10 or 1 1 o'- 
clock at night, and in a frank old soldier conversation, studiously 
sought to do away any suspicions I might have of his hostility. — 
How this gentleman could take his seat at my trial, after having 
admitted his prejudice, and avowed his intention to object to him- 
self as a member of the Court, can only be understood by believ- 
ing that viewing himself as the heir apparent to my commission, 
(which in fact he was) his object in remaining on the Court was 
prmotion; an object I understand he would have attained had his 
first vote to dismiss me the service, prevailed. Had Lt. Col. Ar- 
buckle pursued the honourable course, which his conscienec dictated 
when he left Fort Hawkins, and objected to himself, Capt. Dade 
would have been entitled to a vote as a. member, when truth and 
honor would have prevailed over baseness and intrigue; and I should 
have been acquitted with honor; or to use the language of a mem- 
ber of the Court I should have •* come off elegantly. ^^ Thus, sir, 
a character earned by a life spent in the public service and thrice 
sealed with my blood, fell a sacrifice to the personal antipathy and 
personal interest of a man who had made up and expressed his opi- 
nion in my case weeks before my trial came on; and at a distance of 
three hundred miles from where the'Court was, held. The preju- 
dices of this gentleman, however, were his own, and the neutrality 
he preserved during the trial, so strongly contrasted with the con- 
duct of the President of the Court and others, that I am, for the 
present, willing to leave him to his conscience to account for the 
singular injury he has done me. 

By flattering his overweening vanity and listning with seeming 
pleasure to his peurile es^otistical accounts of the wonders he saw 
in Europe, my accuser gained over the mind of Major Fanning a 
degree of influence only second to that obtained over Lieutenant 
Col. Lindsay — Whilst, unfortunately forme, a certain pride of feel- 
ing uiat has governed my conduct through life, and which I would 
not sacrifice to save my commission, gave it seems much offence to 
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this weak minded young man. As for Major M'Intosh, who made 
up the majority, he was in a state of greater or less intoxication from 
the time the Court opened until it closed. On one occasion he was 
■80 beastly drunk and outrageously ungovernable, that it became ne- 
cessary to bind him hand and foot, and in that ignominious state 
he was thrown into his bunk to sober. The opinion of any man so 
lost to himself and to society, is of too little moment to require to 
be accounted for, and it is only to be regretted that the President 
of the Court, so far neglected his duty, as to permit him to retain 
his seat after his mind had been destroyed by the effects of his in- 
temperance. 

In speaking of Lt Col. Lindsay, respect for the high personage 
I am addressing, has alone prevented the application of such terms 
as his unworthy conduct has subjected him to^— As for my accuser, 
himself, his motives, and his conduct, like his character, his man- 
ners and his principles are objects of such ineffable contempt, that 
I should feel self-degradation in calling them to your consideration* 
Before I close this communication, suffer me to call your attention 
to the injustice that was done me in the selection of the Court be- 
ftre which I was arraigned. The law says *' No General Court 
I4artial ^udl consist of less than thirteen members, where that num- 
ber can be convened without manifest injury to the service.'' And a- 
again, " no officer shall be tried by officers of inferior rank if it can 
be avoided.'' Yet, without regard to my rank, my length of service, 
the obUgatLona of the law, or the magnitude of the questions to be 
decided ; I was brought before a Court of seven members and com- 
posed exclusively of officers, not only my junior in rank, but infe- 
rior in grade. What renders this circumstance the more impor- 
tant, is, that three out of the four of the officers who voted the sen- 
tence, had the mortification, during the late war with Great Bri- 
tain, to see me promoted over their heads : two of them (Lt. Cols. 
Lindsay and Arbuckle) were ^eld officers, whilst I was yet a lieu- 
tenant. But, sir, although my promotion was rapid beyond my 
hopes and equal to my wishes, it was the reward of services per- 
formed in the presence of the enemy, and not obtained by personal 
intrigues or ** friends at Washington^^^^for the former I have no 
talent, and the latter I never possessed. Another objection to the 
Court is, tiiat it was illegally constituted — for by reference to the 
orders creating it, you will find tliat LU Col. Lindsay was ne- 
▼er authorized to officiate as President; General Bissell, and the 
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tons competent to hold its sessions. 

It may be asked whj at this late hour I mention these facts, and 
failed to urge them at the moment of trial ? Becanse, nr, after ft 
service of more than eleven years, I was for the first time in a 
state of arrest, and proudly conscious of the rectitude of my con« 
duct, and believing diat every act of my military life would stand 
the test of the severest scrutiny ; all I sought was a iqpeedy investi* 
gation; and fearless of the result would as cheerfully have met the 
chains bef<Mre a Court of five ensigns, as of thirteen General Offi- 
cers. Dearly, however, have I paid for my temerity— <and aldioi^ 
I mention tiiose fiicts as entitled to your consideration, jet, hav- 
ing neglected to urge my clauns at a the proper time, I will not 
press Ihem upon you. 

When tiie chaiacter of a military man is barely suspected, much 
less inqdicated to the extent that mine has been, every effort for the 
establishment of its purity, is not only justifii^ile, but praisewor- 
thy. I shall therefore offer you no apology fir &e length of this 
communication, and in addressing you on this subject, I beg you 
disfictly to understand, that it is not your c^em^tic^ I wish to ex- 
cite— ^tf^ttce at your hands is all I seek— and if after a carefid re- 
consideration of my case, you shall still be of opinion tiiat the sen- 
tence under which I labour is merited, vrhy in the name of God» 
let it take its course-«and abandoivfcH*ever all farther thoughts of 4 . '> 
my profession^— with a conscience pure as the new OaLLen dews of ^li; 

Heaven, and the proud satisfiu^tion of knowing that I have de- 
served other treatment firom my country, 1 will retire to the walks 
of private life. 

I have the honour to be> 
With great respect, sir, 
Yr. most obedient servL 

WILLIAM KING. 

J^ontpellier, Juns 15, 18S0. 
TO JAMES MONROE, 

President of the UiirrxD States. 
SIR, 

SINCE I did myself the honor to address you under datir 
of the 1st inst. I have received a copy of the report made to the 
House of Representatives of the proceedings of the General Court 
Martial held in my case, and other documents connected therewith; 
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and in the public journals I have seen the resolution sulmiitted ta 
the House bj Mr. Cocke, as chairman of the Committee to which 
those papers were referred, prajing jou to dismiss me the service 
of the U. States. 

It was, sir, with mingled sensations of astonishment, indignatioii 
and contempt, I read the resolution introduced by the chairman of 
the committe«; for although I had been informed that my accuser 
had declared ^ he would have mj case brought before Congress,'^ I 
could never, for a moment, permit myself to believe, tiiat any mem<* 
ber of that body, would so far forget the respect due the high sta<< 
tion with whieh he had been honored, as to become the eatspaw of 
Mr. Hogan, and lend his weight of office to the oppression of an in- 
dividual : much less did I suppose a committee could have beett 
selected from the national legislature, so profoundly ignorant of 
the bounds which the Constitution had set to their authority, and 
so regardless of the sacred provision which that instrument con^ 
tains, that ** no man shall be twice tried for the same offence," as 
to report my case to the House as a fit suliject for legislative inter^^ 
ference, after I had already accoutited to the only tribunal compe« 
tent, under the laws of my country^ to investigate my conduct—* 
Bred exclusively to arms, lam not Qualified, sir, to enter into an 
argument to do justice to the absuv^ty q^ the position assumed by 
the committee of which Mr. Cocl^e was chairman, and therefore 
shall not attempt it But believing as I do, that an officer of the 
AskeTican army is accountable to his military superiors and the ex« 
ecntive, alone, for his official acts, 1 can only view the proceedings 
of Mr. Cocke's committee, as a violent usurpati(m of authority, and 
an infraction of the constitution and laws of the U. S. more gross« 
more dangerous, and less justifiable, than the very measure at which 
those proceedings were aimed. And denying all right on the part 
of the HolQse of Representatives, to investigate my official conduct; 
I shall treat any measures which that body may hereafter think 
proper to adopt, under the resolution submitted by Mr. Cocke, with 
tilie same indiiSerence that I would the like measures on the part 
of the new Cortes of Spain. 

In the report made to the House of Representatives, in relation 
to my trial, is the copy of a letter from Major Gen. Jackson to tiie 
Secretary at war, beating date 28th Dec. 1819, in which the genL 
declares he did not know of my order to shoot deserters, until a short 
time previous to my arrest Having, on more than one occasion 
siserted, that I had reported my order on the subject to General 
E 
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Jackson soon after it was given, it becomes my duty to establisb 
the fact I have therefore written to the General, calling his at- 
tention to a letter addressed by me to his Adjutant General, some 
time in^ August, 1818, (the copy in my possession is without date,) 
ivhich contains the following report — " The desertions from, this 
ftost have exceeded any thing of the kind 1 ever before wit. essed^ 
Men go off in squads with their arms in their hands, Jls the only 
means of putting a stop to this infamous and distructive habit, I 
have given orders to the parties sent in pursuit to shoot deserters, 
wherever overtaken within the Province ; and I trust a few ex* 
ampUs will effectually check the practice,^^ On a reference to this 
letter, I make no doubt Genl. Jackson will hasten to do away any 
unfavourable impression which his contradiction of my assertion 
may have created. 

Another subject contained in the report made by the Depart- 
ment to the House of Representatives claims my notice. It is a 
remark by Gren. Parker, Adj. and Inspec. General, in the following 
words, referring to his letter of the 31st of October, 1817, produc- 
ed as evidence at my trial, to shew that it was with the knowledge 
and sanction of the Department, that I brought out my family and 
slaves in the public transport, viz: " Whilst in Washington some 
short time previous to my writing the note. Col. King had, in ca- 
sual conversation informed m«;, kc was cultivating a plantation on 
the Alabama, where he was about sending many slaves which 
would require his personal attention. I did not hear when or how 
they were to be sent. I certainly did not suppose they were going 
with the troops ; but understood from him that his wife and chil- 
dren were going with him in the public vessel : an indulgence al- 
ways allowed in transporting troops in that way.'' In asserting 
tiiat he " did not know when nor how my slaves were going — and 
certainly did not suppose they were going with the troops," Gen. 
Parker, I am sorry, sir, to be constrained to use such language when 
addressing the President of the U. S. has told a cool, wilful and 
deliberate falsehood* With Gen. Parker, at the time in question, 
I was in the habits of considerable intimacy; and he well knew, not 
firom casual remarks, but from frequent and detailed conversations 
on the subject, that my business in Maryland was to remove to this 
country my family and slaves. Whilst employed in making ar- 
ragements for this purpose, I was ordered to Washington as the Pre- 
sident of the General Court Martial convened for the trial of the 
late Lt CoL Wharton, of the marine corps* About the time the 
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Court was breaking up, I was advised bj Capt. Hook, of his success 
in raising recruits for the 4th Regt — this information I communicat* 
ed to the Adj. and In. Gen. and at the same time, remarked to him, 
that as I was about to repair to this country with my family and 
slaves, I should like to get an order to bring on the recruits with 
me, as without increasing to the U. S. the expense of their trans- 
portation, or in the least incommoding the troops, it would be a 
matter of great accommodation to me to come out in the vessel, 
and the presence of the soldiery would afford protection for my fa- 
mily and .slaves against the piratic cruisers with which the Gulph 
ef Mexico was at that time greatly infested. To this Genl. Parker 
readily assented ; and said that he would propose the arrangement 
suggested by me, to the acting Secretary at War. When 1 was a- 
bout to leave Washington, General Parker gave me an order to 
charter a vessel for Mobile, and bring with me, to this post, all the 
recruits of the 4th Reg. then at Baltimore. On this occasion he a- 
gain understood explicitly and distinctly, that my sole inducement 
for encumbering myself with the troops was the individual accom- 
modation I was to receive from the privilege of bringing with me 
my family and hands, and the protection which the soldiery would 
afford to my property on the voyage. 

The general admits that I was authorised to bring my family in 
Hit transport, but says he never supposed my slaves were going 
In the same vessel with the troops. Why then, sir, in his letter of 
the Srd Oct. 1817, advising me that the destination of the detach- 
ment had been changed for St. Mary's, after informing me that Mr. 
Graham will permit me to accompany my family to the Alabama, 
does he add which " he hopes will accommodate my views in rela- 
tion to my private affairs and my black troops P" If the Gen. had 
Bot well known that my black troops iivere going in the transport 
with the U. S. white troops, it is hardly to be supposed he would 
have alluded to them in his letter. 

General Parker has always well known, that neither nature nor 
nature's God had ever intended him for a soldier, and that there was 
a strong disposition throughout the service to protest against his 
transplantation from a clerk^s stool in the War Department to the 
first office of dignity and responsibility, after that of Major Gene- 
ral, known to the army of the U. S. The good will therefore of 
an officer of my standing and influence in the army, was a matter 
which he deemed of much importance, and he would have sought to 
secure it at the price of a much greater favour, than the mere per- 
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mission to remove a few hands in a public transport* when it could 
be done without expense to the Government, or inconvenience to 
the troops. Since the publication of the sentence of my Court, the 
Gen. has deemed me prostrate; and with what facility he can change 
sides with fortune, you, sir, had occular demonstration when you 
took charge of the War Department in 1814 ; and again — ^more re- 
cently, in his conduct towards the '* Committee of Cadets,'*^ whose 
^ jackets'*^ he was disposed to *' trim,^^ until he learned that Mr. 
Secretary Crawford was their friend, and then cap in hand he was 
ready to present their memorial to the Secretary at war. In fan- 
cying that I was to be trampled upoB with impunity, or that the dis- 
tance between the Alabama and the seat of Government was so 
great as to afford him protection, the General will find himself sore- 
ly mistaken ; for anon I will be at Washington, when I will make 
it my business to refresh his memory in relation to my *^ black 
troops,'^ and teach him to feel, that " dchilles absent was JichiUes 

stair V 

I have the honor to be, sir. 

Most respectfully. 
Your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM KING. 



ERRATUM. 

For Major ** Macey" read Many. 
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